THE STATE'S#GOLF CANDSCAPE PROVE) EVERY BI¥
AY ENCHANTING A3 TS HISTORIG CAPITAL (ITY.

Wik BY JAKE KUBIE
Cenninh]r:llnmls exemplify their respecidve locations. Denver's Brown Palace embodies
Old West luxury. The Waldorf in New York epitomizes Park Avenune elegance. And
North Carolina’s Pinehurst Resort offers a glimpse of a bygon& era of Grand Dame
stateliness, Santa Fe has the Inn of the Anasazi, which by imolf’;':}upmr-:-ﬁ the romance,
:lrl:hit-:-ﬂ*ure, art and coisine that makes Santa Fe the Su:ruthﬁstl’:-; cultural beacon.
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ocated just around the corner

from wherne local artisans con-

gregate to peddle fine sitver and

mrquaise jewelry along the city's

historic Plaza and walking dis-

: tance to nearly all of its historic

Emdm}hu'aj riches, the Inn of the Anasazi’s

kiva- and adobe-style architectare pays trib-

ute to the area’s rich Spanish and Mative

American heritage At first glance, the inm,

which dates to 1900, looks like might have

hosted digmitaries more than 400 years ago
when the capital city was foundad.

Inside, the 58-room Anasazi, which trans-
lates to “Ancient Omes” in Bavajo, maintains
a vintage atmosphere. Soft lighting accen-
mates the décor's copper, russet and se-
pia tones while spotlights expose paintings
crafbed with the vibrant colors and bold pat-
terns synorymaous with the Mew Mexican
genre. Distressed wood accents, viga beam
ceilings, tiled backsplashes and rustic fir-
nishing, demonstrate a fine attention to de-
tail. It's a look and fieed that mramy hotels at-
temipt, but fewr achieve

One that does i La Posada de Santa Fe
Besort & Spa. Mestled on six beantifulby
landscaped acres in the heart of Santa Fe,
this hraven of adobe-style architecture, color-
il gardens and cozy owtdoor fireplaces re-
centhy refarbished 157 guest rooms to create
an intimate Southwestern experence. Mo
oo rooirs o it 30 suites are the saame, yet
all radiate an authentic, unmistakably Santa
Fean aesthetic and intimacy.

Of course Santa Fe is as well known for
dining as just about amy oither foodie-friend-
ly cities and both La Posada and the Inn of
the Anasaz have some of the state’s Anest
examples of hate-Southwestern cuisine. La
Posada’s Fuego perpetually ranks among the
anea’s top eateries, while Inn of the Anssazi
chef Oliver Ridgwray, who honed hia culi-
nary blades in Mew York's famom Carbyle
Restaurant, turrs out satifying portions of
pouliry, seafosod and prime cuts spiced with
Mewr Mexican faste and fare.

For a taste of haute Santa Fe golf, ask Bob
Romero, the Anasazi's attentive concierge,
nicely enctgh and he might just be able to
arrange a visit to Las Campanas, Tew Mex-
ion's most exclusive private club and one
of the ared’s most prestigious real estate
developments, which offers 36 Jack Mick-
Ias-designed holes—the T,626-yand Sunrise
Course and 7,5 F3ard Sunset Course-and
an incredible pueblo-inspired clubhouse.
Of course i wour're not forfurste enough to
fired wouar weay orto Las Cam panas, there are
plenity of other fantastic public coursss too.
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HIGH-DESERT O AMA:
Black NeEa Gl Club

Black Mesa Golf Chib i a must. Sitnated
in the jagged hille of La Mesilla about 30
mimtes north of Santa Fe, the Bader Spamm
degign is the Southwrest'’s answer to Ban-
don Dunes, Baltyneal and other minimal-
ist designa. The 7,307 ard course spreads
out over a distincthy northern Bewr Mexdean
landscape where the torf bonde with a cnasty
high desert terrain specked with mative brnsh,
pifion and juniper. Its often-narmoer fireays,
lile the one on the dramatic uphill par-five
16™, and undulating greens are akin to thoss
found on clasic dunes and links courses. A
mindest tinkrooded dubhonse, which adds to
the feeling of sechiion and serenity, rounds
out the experience at Black Mesa, which Gedf”
Magazine has consistently rated one of the
“Tap 100 Courses You Can Play™ and LIVES
selected s “Omne of the Ten Most Spectacuy-
lar Courses in the Workd.®

Thiere are 3 numenous similarities between
Black Mesa and nearby Marty Sanchez
Links de Santa Fe. Alao designed by Ba-
ter Spann, the stout 7435 vard municipal
cotrse features a lot of similar design char-
acteristica @ its highty acchimed neighbor
Although it occupies a leas-dramatic piece
of land, it still has the same swreeping wews
of the stunming Sangre de Cristo, Jemez and
San Juan Mountain Ranges. Located just
southresest of the city, its a great play before
heading to Albaquergue.

Before you do, be sure to take in the huge
selection of rmeeums and galleries for which
thie 4k year-old capital city b so renosmed.
Spend a morning strolling up Caryon Boad,
where domera of quaint galleries line the mar-
o pasaage and aell an incomparable col-
lection of phiotography, sculptures, jewelny,
furniture and paintings with genres ranging
fromn Mative American to Expressionist. And
it's wirturally mrrand-atory to wisit the Geongia
"Keefe Museum, where a vast collection of
her wibrant works depicting desert scenes,

colorfill flora and her famous horss, cow
and deer pates are on display. Another half-
day or s perusing the historic area’s marmy
shiops and boutiques should prowide a satis-
factory culiural dose.

Instead of taking the straight shot down
1-25 in Albuquerque, detoar akong Highweray
14 towrards the gently-sloping backside of
thiz Sandia houamtaine whene you'll find Pas-
Ko Ridge Golf Club, one of the first Mew
Mexico golf destirations that proved once
and for all that Mew Mescico had shed its
reputation as 8 poor maEn's Scotsdale. When
it opened in 2000 it was immediateby recog-
nized as the "Best MNew Course in America™
bry Cralf Diggeest and Fras since received numer-
ous other acenlades, all of which are well
deserved. Ken Dye designed the 27 holes
that tumbde through a thick juniper and pi-
fion paradise full of deep golches, craggy
ateroppings and kodty elevation change.

Back on the west side of the Sandia’s are
thires relatively newr resorts that have further
enhanced the Land of Enchantrment’s stand-
irg =8 an exceptional golf destination.

Hard Rock Casino and Resort is the new-
eat of the trio. The contemporary South-
western style hotel, simated 15 minutes
aouth of downtown Albuquerque, offers
up a litthe Las Wegas flair with chic accom-
micdatiors and full casino with table games
and poker room. [ts best amenity, though,
Ialeta Eagle Golf Clab, sits just across the
highveray. Although it predsates the resort by
miore than a decade, the links-style lyout is
still corsiderad ome of MNew Mexico's finest
Each of its three nine-hole courses-Mesa,
Lakes and Armoyo-is named for its prima-
ry geographical festure. Views of the scenic
coftonwond-lined Rio Grande River are vis-
ibke fromn everywhere on the coarss.

The other two resorts are just north of
the city. Sandia Casino and Resort, sitn-
ated just bevond the AlbuquerquesSandia
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Puaeblo border, is a lot different than it was
2 years ago. Origirally located on the west
side of I-25, Sandia started as an eyesore ca-
sino housed in @ semi-permanent bubble.
Today the resort takes up a swath of hilly
high desert territory leading up to the San-
dia Mountain's foothilk. The sandstone-col-
ored struchure, which risss dramaticalby from
the desart floor, provides guests with fine
Sonthwestern accommaodations, 2 Green
Read Spa, large pool complex, 4,000-perscn
amphitheater, caino with huge pictune win-
diowrs loolzing up towrards the rising moun-
tains and 2 half-dozen dining options
Sandia Giolf Club radiates ot from the
resort into 2 hilly expanse of tawrry desert
brush. Deesigned by Arizoma-based architect
Scatt Miller, whose other works inchide We-
Foo-Pa, Kierland and the Golf Club at Eagle
Mountain, Sandia measures a whopping
7,772 wards and features roomy fireeays
and pockets and ribbons of native terrain
that create fonee both thought and challeng-
ing carries. It's @8 good a8 any resort coures
you'l find in Arizora and with rates peaking
at %71, it's less than half the cost.
Although not quite as affordable at
31290 per round, Twin Warriors Golf Clab,

mcked into a secluded walley about 15 min-
utes north of Sandia in Santa Ama Pueblo, is
well worth the price. The 7284-vard Gary
Panks creation tiptoes around more than 20
ancient cultural sites set along dry armyos
and the gacred Tuyana Mesa. While the
golf course is gpectacular, it's the views of
the Sandia Mountaing with the fertile Rio
Grande bosque in the foreground theat tmaby
define the experience

The course is part of the Hyatt Regency
Tamaya, which is the most authentic resort
in the Albuquerque area. It's abo the most
family-friendly, offering guests a vanety of
activities and amenities lilke horseback rid-
ing, kida camp, multiple pools and lnzury
apea. Guests should retire to the Corm Maid-
en restaurant for one of its mrany signatre
rofisserie selections only after taking in a
stunming sunset from the back porch that
illumirstes the Sandias in a fiery pink

In a lot of wrays, northern Mew Medeo is
a different world. And at onby six hours due
south of Denver, it's the most acessible—not
to rnention affordable-golf destination for

For complete wistior information, vist
santafe.ofg or call A00-T77-2480.
BLACK HEWA GOLF QLUR

118 Stake Rd. 3395, La Masilla
501E8-747-8544; blackmasagol klub.com

BARD ROCK CAHRD AMD REVORT

(l=lota Eagla &olf Club)

11000 Ercadway SE, Abugusrqua
877-475-3827; herdrockeasincabg .com
FWATT REGEMCY TAMAYR RESDRT AND bPA
[Twin Warmiors Golf Club)

1300 Tuyuna Trl., Sania Ana Puebio
50P-HE7-1734; lamaya. hyatt com

[N OF THE AMASATI

113 Washington &ve., Eanta Fa
5IE-9BE-I0ET; inneftheanzsad.com

LA OMADNA D DANTA FE RESCIRT AKD iPA
230 East Pahica Aw4., Samta Fo
£05-9BE-0000; | sac. I CKTdSorts. com

HARTY JAK(HEL LINK) DE JANTA FE
05 Caja dal Rio Ad., Santa Fu
BOB-IB8-4400; linksdasantate.com

FAA B0 RIDGE GOLF (LUR
1 Clubhousa Or., Sandia Fark
B5E-05E-55E7; paskon dge. com

VAMDIA REVORT ARD CASHO
=0 Ranbow Rd. NE, Albuguergue
BI0-A2E-9355; sandacasino .com

Coloradans. Just one taste of the golf, culture
and food Albuquenque and Santa Fe offer and
you'll be a repeat visitor, Guarantbesd. 2
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SOME TRAILS LEAD TO
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Completely cusomized arranpements for
specircalar New Merice comres

COLFOM THESL S TAFETRAIL COM
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